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Amazon will become the first signatory of the newly formed "Climate Pledge," a pact announced by company 
founder and chief executive Jeff Bezos on Thursday to meet the goals of the Paris climate agreement 10 years 
early. 


Speaking with former United Nations climate chief Christiana Figueres, Bezos - who owns the The Washington Post 
- said the agreement would require signatories to measure and report their emissions on a regular basis. 


The pledge would require companies to implement decarbonization strategies in line with the Paris agreement and 
calls on signatories to be at net zero carbon across their businesses by 2040. Any remaining carbon emissions 
would be neutralized with quantifiable and permanent offsets to achieve the pledge's goal. 


"Meeting these goals is something that can only be done in collaboration with other large companies because we're 
all part of each others' supply chains," Bezos said. "We're signing up to help do that." 


Bezos' appearance comes just a day before more than 1,000 Amazon employees plan to walk off the job to protest 
the company's track record on environmental responsibility. 


The walkout is part of the larger global climate strike that includes more than 800 events in the United States alone. 


"When it comes to climate change, it is critical that national policy as well as corporate decision-making and 
planning is science driven," Figueres said. 


Amazon, of course, has a massive environmental footprint, delivering what some experts estimate is more than 1 
billion packages a year to consumers in the United States. 


The company's Amazon Web Services is also the leading provider of cloud-computing to corporate customers, 
consuming massive amounts of electricity to power its giant data centres. 


The company has long been a target for environmental activists, who claim it's done too little to offset the emissions 
it produces. And Amazon has resisted disclosing the impact on the climate its business has ha. 


And Amazon initiatives to speed delivery, jetting products quickly to warehouses and deploying a fleet of delivery 
vehicles to customers' homes, will also likely expand its environmental footprint. 


That race to get packages to consumers is a competitive advantage Amazon wields over rivals, who can't match 
the e-commerce giant's sophisticated logistics infrastructure. 
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But that advantage exists in conflict with any effort to reduce its carbon emissions, said Josué Velazquez Martinez, 
a research scientist at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology's Center for Transportation and director of its 
Sustainable Logistics Initiative. 


Last February, Amazon committed to making half its shipments carbon neutral by 2030. A group of workers, who've 
formed under the name Amazon Employees for Climate Justice, are pushing the company to set more aggressive 
targets. In a post on the website Medium, the group calls on Amazon to commit to being carbon neutral by 2030, to 
end Amazon Web Services contracts that help energy companies accelerate oil and gas extraction, and to stop 
funding politicians and lobbyists who deny climate change. 


Bezos said he didn't agree with the idea that the company should stop giving energy companies tools to do their 
jobs. He added that Amazon will "look very carefully" at whether it's funding climate change deniers. The employee 
group tweeted Amazon's new initiative is a "huge win." But it wants more. 


The environmental group Greenpeace has also been critical of Amazon's commitment to renewable energy. Last 
February, the group said the company is wavering on a pledge to move to 100 per cent renewable energy to run its 
data centres. 


Bezos said Amazon would aim for 100 per cent renewable energy by 2030 on its path to net zero carbon by 2040. 
Amazon has launched 15 utility-scale wind and solar renewable energy projects and installed 50 solar rooftops on 
fulfilment centres and sort centres. 


The company is also donated $100 million to reforestation efforts. In partnership with The Nature Conservancy, the 
Right Now Climate Fund will focus on protecting forests, wetlands and peatlands to remove millions of tonnes of 
carbon from the atmosphere. 
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